
 

 

NEWSLETTER FOR NOVEMBER, 2012 

THE MEETING 
Ah…. Fall has settled in. A mere month ago, we were smarting on smoke in unseasonably warm 
and extremely dry days and nights.  Now, the mountains reassert their dominance of our valley. 
Snow and gentle fall rains have graced us.  (We can burn again!) Leaves carpet the grass.  And 
the Bitterroot runs low and clear. 
 
Stories filtering to me indicate that the River is giving up mammoth browns. There will be me 
exciting stories at our next meeting.  We meet at BJ’s restaurant on Tuesday, November 6.  We 
will have the usual opportunity to embroider the truth over libations starting at 6 pm. Greg 
Chester’s recent adventures on Christmas Island and that all important raffle, plus a few 
announcements, start at 7 pm. So come when you are able. 
 

THE SPEAKER 
Our own Greg Chester will show pictures and tell tales of Christmas Island.  This spec of low 
land 1000 miles south of Hawaii is doomed to submerge in that climate-warming-sea-rising 
story that has been concocted by radical environmentalists.  Before it goes, there is spectacular 
bone fish and giant Trevally fishing. Greg has done it all and will tell us all about it. 
 
THOSE WHO SPAKE 
Unfortunately, I missed our last meeting so I did not get to hear our own Dennis Westover on 
his several trips to Argentina.  Knowing Denny, I am positive it was an interesting, detailed and 
well documented presentation. Thank you, Denny. 
 
 
 



OPPORTUNITIES 
Our Club has always had a policy that any member who wished to join our Board of Directors 
could do so, provided, of course, the members elect them at our annual meeting in December. 
But there are not a fixed number of directors and no position is competitive.  We will elect our 
2013 Board at the December meeting.  If you have an interest in joining a highly trained, elite 
special forces fish attack group, contact Jim Cline or Rich Morrisey.  What the hell, you don’t 
have enough to do now, do you? 
 
DUES! 
Here is a gentle reminder.  All you souls who have not yet paid, you are now officially in arrears 
on Club annual dues.  Individuals pay $25 a year and families pay $35 a year.  Dorreen Romans, 
standing in for Membership Chair Judy Morrisey, will be quite happy to collect at the door at 
the November meeting, or you can pay at our web site or you can give checks to any Board 
member or …. 
 

FLY OF THE MONTH 
Purple Haze 
by Bob Pearcy 
 
The Purple Haze was developed by guide Andy Carlson right here on the Bitterroot and other 
western Montana rivers.  It is basically a modification of a Parachute Adams with a purple body 
tied with a stretchy, spandex-type floss. There are several distributors for it and all give it their 
own name. Exactly why purple works is a mystery to me, but it clearly does work and work well. 
The Purple Haze can be used as an attractor or as a mayfly imitation.  Big ones in sizes 12 or 14 
work well in the spring while later on in the summer sizes 16 or even 18 work best. When tying 
it, stretch the floss to create a more rugged body. You will find that it is easy to create a well 
formed body with a tapered abdomen and a larger thorax.  Also, the stretch floss give a slightly 
segmented appearance which may add to its fishy attractiveness. The original pattern calls for a 
calf body hair post but I like to use polypropylene yarn as it is easier to tie with. 
 
There are now many variations on this pattern. Andy Carlson also developed a Gray Haze and a 
Copper Haze with the appropriately colored floss. But judging from fly shop bins, the Purple  
haze is much more popular. I have also seen where it has been tied in a comparadun style, an 
emerger style and as a cripple pattern. 
 

Recipe: 
Hook: Tiemco 100, size 14 
Thread: 8/0 black 
Body: Purple super floss or flex floss 
Post: White calf body hair or 
polypropylene yarn 
Hackle:  Brown and grizzly 
Tail: Hackle fibers or 6-12 elk body hairs 



 
 
 
I need your fly patterns 

Help! I need your fly patterns. The idea behind the Fly of the Month for the newsletter is that 
members who tie would contribute their patterns, especially those that are effective and 
maybe tied more or less specifically for the Bitterroot and other nearby rivers.  I have also 
avoided patterns that are in the Fly Fishing the Bitterroot River book in order to maximize the 
diversity of patterns available and I have also stayed away from general patterns such as the 
Adams.  Some of you have been generous in your contributions which are very much 
appreciated. I myself have run out of patterns and ideas though. Thus I think it is time for the 
Fly of the Month to be somewhat more irregular in its publication, depending on when patterns 
are submitted. 
 
To submit a fly I need to get the fly from you so that I can photograph it.  I also need the recipe 
listing the materials. Then, include a few sentences about any secrets for tying it or fishing it.  If 
you have a story involving it then that really adds to the interest. You can get the fly to me by 
leaving it at Jeff Grey's shop where I can pick it up, by bringing it to the meeting, or I can come 
and pick it up from you. 
Bob Pearcy 
 

ODDS AND ENDS 
January Meeting: 
Just an early heads up that our January meeting will be on Tuesday, January 8, not New Years 
Day.  Mark calendars now.  Become Immortalized!  All those great fish pictures your fishing 
buddy took over the summer of you holding piscine monsters need to be in our Club video. 
Contact Jeff Lowe at 369-5467 or fischjager@gmail.com. 
 
Fly of the Month: 
All Club members are invited to submit flies to be considered for Fly of the Month. Send your 
recipes and pictures to Bob Pearcy at rwpearcy@gmail.com. 
 
Fly tying: 
It starts Wednesday, November 7, at the Brew Pub. 
 

FOR FUN 
An older gentleman was on the operating table awaiting surgery and he insisted that his son, a 
renowned surgeon, perform the operation. As he was about to get the anesthesia, he asked to 
speak to his son. "Yes, Dad, what is it?" "Don't be nervous, son; do your best, and just 
remember, if it doesn't go well, if something happens to me, your mother is going to come and 
live with you and your wife...." 
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THE AUTHOR  
Judy and I will be absent for this November meeting as well.  We will miss seeing all of you but look 
forward to joining you at the December 4 meeting.  You can reach me at 406-381-5611 (after November 
25) or richmorrisey@q.com. 


