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May meeting – Tuesday May 3rd at 6pm
BJ’s Restaurant – Hamilton



“There will be days when the fishing is better than 
one’s most optimistic forecast, others when it’s far 
worse. Either is a gain over just staying home.”

Roderick Haig-Brown
Writer, Magistrate, Pioneer, Conservationist, Fisherman

The Program

Tom Reed, the author of Blue Lines, A Fishing Life, and a director at 
Trout Unlimited will be talking about fishing small streams around the 
West and about native trout populations. Tom lives on a small stream-
North Willow Creek-outside Pony.

The Presidents Message

Well it’s almost officially high water time in Montana.  May’s a great month for doing
some yard work, checking out some lakes, taking a hike, and finishing up the 
dreaded “honey do” list before the onset of Salmon flies and the following three 
month long dry fly bonanza we call summer in Montana. 

We hope this year, as in every year for a long and gigantic runoff season.  Nothing 
makes me happier than seeing the river the color of chocolate milk, overflowing its 
banks with full grown cottonwood trees tumbling end over end in the current.  Why 
you may ask?  High water revitalizes the river, cleans off the rocks, flushes the 
sediment out of the side channels and improves the overall health of the river.  
While it keeps us off the water for a while, high water is a necessary, vital part to our
fishing season.  It’s like taking a big deep breath the marathon.  I used to dread 



runoff because that meant a few weeks to a month of not much fishing, but as I get 
older I have come to appreciate this important yearly ritual for what it is, part of 
what makes life in the Rockies special. 

Just a note about high water.  Wear those life jackets and know your limits.  The 
Bitterroot is one of the trickiest and most hazardous rivers in the state this time of 
year.  If you have any doubts about safety, keep that boat in the garage and go 
golfing instead!

We have some great club events coming up including some stillwater trips.  Don’t 
miss out if you can on some stellar lake fishing and great comradery.  The May fly 
fishing clinic kicks off this month as well and by all reports we are going to have the 
best turnout ever!  Also, don’t forget to register for the summer Dave Hughes 
workshop.  Spots are going really fast!  It’s not every day that you get to learn from 
one of the real true masters of our sport.
Tight lines.

Bob Prince
President – Fly Fishers of the Bitterroot  

  Special Needs Fishing Day

Mark your calendars for June 26th, 2016. This event is fun and rewarding
for both the kids and the club members who volunteer their time. If you 
haven’t participated in this special day in the past then plan on joining 
us this year, Contact Chris Andersen for more information and to sign 
up. chrisandersen95@hotmail.com

Outings



MISSOURI RIVER TRIP --- APRIL 20--24, HEADHUNTERS FLY SHOP, 
CRAIG, MT.
BROWNS LAKE TRIP --- MAY 13--15
CLARK CANYON TRIP --- JUNE 10 – 12
SPECIAL NEEDS DAY--- JUNE 26
GEORGETOWN LAKE CAMPING TRIP//LODGEPOLE 
CAMPGROUND JULY--- 15 -17.
KARSTETTER CLASSIC AND CLUB PICNIC ---AUG 21

Anyone that wants information should call our Cruise Director Mike 
Taylor:  961-2448 or 381-7749
 





 Matching Western Hatches Workshop with
Fly-fishing Legend Dave Hughes

June 4th or 5th

 

There are a lot of self-proclaimed living legends in the world of fly-
fishing, but when the tippet hits the water, there are few that can match 
up to Dave Hughes! 

Fly Fishers of the Bitterroot and the Bitterroot Chapter of Trout 
Unlimited are jointly sponsoring a workshop-seminar that will bring 
Dave to Hamilton on June 4th and 5th. 

Dave has written over 20 fly fishing books with a focus on stream 
entomology, including the very informative and readable Handbook of 
Hatches.

The seminar will be a daylong workshop with at the Corvallis school. 
There will be a morning classroom session, lunch on your own and an 
afternoon hands-on program.   

The morning session, which will last from 8:00 am until noon, will 
include numerous color slides of mayflies, stoneflies, caddis flies, 
midges, damselflies, dragonflies, water boatman, back swimmers, 
alderflies, scuds, terrestrials, and even bait fish. 

Dave's color photography has been collected over the past 30 years and 
is quite spectacular. Dave will explain how to recognize insects, select 
effective imitations, and present these flies as natural insects in front of 
feeding trout.  No Latin is involved.

For the afternoon part of the workshop, which begins at 1:00 pm, we 
will meet at a streamside site to begin the hands-on portion of the 
session.  The class of 25 will divide into two groups.  Half of the class 
will work with Dave to collect and identify insects from the stream.  The 
other half will receive some tune-up casting instruction from Richard 
Sagara.  Halfway through the afternoon session the groups will 
switch. Dick is a certified IFFF casting instructor, and more importantly, 



he is a good teacher.  You will definitely come away with some 
improvements to your casting. 

After the session, we will host an informal gathering to get to know 
Dave and Dick, and share a cool beverage.  Cost for the seminar is $50 
for members of Fly Fishers of the Bitterroot and Bitterroot Trout 
Unlimited.  Nonmembers may attend for $60.

To register please indicate your preferred day, and send your name, 
phone number and email address to Dave Ward  
dward451@comcast.net. 

“Most Native American tribes had a saying about 
grizzly tracks – about fishing or hunting someplace 
else when you found them. A few weeks ago I came 
around a bend on a mountain trial in the Bob 
Marshall Wilderness and found myself within sixty 
feet of a boar grizzly. I didn’t recall any Indian 
sayings at the time, but the idea of fishing someplace 
else suddenly made sense.”

John Bearness
Field and Stream -Author

mailto:dward451@comcast.net


Fly of The Month
Pink PMD Cripple

Recipe
By

Warren Johns

Hook:           Size 16 or 18 TMC 100 or
equivalent
Thread:       Pink

Shuck:         Medium brown antron tied
short

Abdomen:  Dark brown dubbing tied
      3/4 up hook shank

Rib:             Fine gold wire

Wing:      Medium to dark grey poly yarn

Thorax      Pale pink dubbing to match      naturals, tied in front of wing

This fly has worked well for me on the San Juan River in New Mexico--where I first 
fished it--and on the Bighorn, Wind, Arkansas and other rivers throughout the west. 
One of the most notorious features of PMD's in general is their variability of body 
color. For example on the South Platte in Colorado they are distinctly pale olive. I 



find that one of the most useful variations has a pale pink thorax. However my box 
always has a few with tan and pale olive thoraxes. In addition to fishing this fly as a 
cripple in the surface film, I have had success with it fishing it as an as a wet fly 
dropper behind a larger dry fly. A mercury bead (small glass bead silvered on the 
inside) added at the head enhances its usefulness as a wet fly.

  



The Editors Drift – Things I’ve learned (and ideas I’ve stolen from my
fishing partners)

Got the High Water Blues?

It’s that time of the year. Rivers are high, muddy and dangerous.  
Common sense suggests you find a safer and more productive venue.  
Fortunately lake fishing can be very good in the early spring and is a 
great way to get your fishing fix while you are waiting for your favorite 
stream to come back into shape. If you are a veteran lake angler you 
undoubtedly have several favorite lake techniques that have been 
successful for you in the past, so if it isn’t broken don’t fix it. However, if 
you are new to still water angling or are interested in expanding your 
repertoire here are five techniques I use regularly and have found to be 
very effective. Several methods involve the use of an indicator and all of 
them are effective using chironomids. These methods are also very 
effective using a variety of other flies. For example, callibaetis nymphs, 
leeches and bloodworms can be fished using any of these methods.

The Indicator method works well using chironomid pupa, callibaetis 
nymphs and leeches. Position your indicator so you fly is about one foot 
off the bottom (or above the weeds) and occasionally retrieve it VERY 
slowly. Strike when you see the indicator go under! 

The Long Line method is effective with virtually any fly pattern. Fish 
your fly on a floating line with a leader that is 20% longer than the 
depth of the water you are fishing. Make a long cast and let the fly and 
leader sink until the fly is just over the bottom (this takes some trial and



error – about two minutes of sink time is a good starting point) then 
begin a very slow retrieve. The idea is to keep you fly just above the 
bottom during most of the retrieve.

The Wind Drifting method is one of my favorite methods for 
chironomids and leeches. The set up is the same as the indicator method
except the cast is made at a 45-degree angle to the wind direction and 
the line and fly are allowed to drift downwind until the rig is directly 
downwind.  You can then retrieve back to he boat (SLOWLY!) or pick up 
and recast.

The Dangling method is beat when fish are sulking on the bottom in 
water over 20 feet deep. Use a high density sinking line, 3 feet of 4x 
fluorocarbon leader and a chironomid pupa. Suspend the fly one-foot off
the bottom and enjoy the scenery. You can retrieve but you don’t have 
to. Strikes will be violent so don’t leave you rod unattended!

The Slow sink method utilizes an intermediate or “hover” fly line and 
long leader. Make a long cast and allow the line and leader to sink just 
above the bottom. Begin a slow retrieve back to the boat and repeat.
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Remember the all of these methods are more effective if your 
boat is anchored both bow and stern. Give one or more of these
methods a try and beat the high water blues!! Ed 

“What light from yonder lakefront burns?  Is it our 
fair sun come arisen on morning hillcrest?

No, it is the bobber.”   

Christopher Arlet
“Ode to the Bobber”


