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THE MEETING 
 
WHOA PARTNERS! Our May meeting is with the Trout Unlimited folks at the Elks Club 
in Hamilton at 7:00 pm on May 20. Say it differently; you will have a lonely meal at BJ's 
on May 4 because only the uninformed will be there.   Our meeting is Thursday, May 
20 at the Elks Club. Now as to supper: some will gather at Spice of Life about 6:00 pm 
for supper; others are planning a foray about the same hour at the Hamilton Brew Pub 
for suds and stuff.  We show support for the TU folks by meeting jointly once a year and 

this is the occasion. 
 
THE SPEAKER 
 
ALIEN INVASION - A public meeting to learn about aquatic nuisance species.   

This joint meeting sponsored by FFB, TU & the Center for Aquatic Nuisance Species will be 

held at 7 pm at the Elks Club in Hamilton, MT to raise the public's awareness of aquatic nuisance 

species and the threats they pose to our environment and economy.  Aquatic Nuisance Species 

(ANS) are plants, animals or microbes that damage the environment and threaten native wildlife 

which once established are impossible to eradicate. 

Non-native species such as whirling disease, didymo, zebra mussels and others represent serious 

threats to the economy and ecology of the Bitterroot River drainage.  Please join TU and FFB to 

learn what you can do to stop the spread of ANS.  

 

THOSE WHO SPAKE 
 
Bruce Anderson a hydrologist with PBSJ Corp. gave a really interesting talk on stream 
restoration for improved fish habitat with specific reference to the Cameron Creek 
Project. 
 



THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
 
Our program chair, Cliff Gibbons, has signed me up to do another slide show at the 
September meeting. Our slide show last September was met with approval so let’s see 
if we can do as well this year. It depends on you taking lots of photos while you are out 
fishing (or fly tying or rod building, or any of the club activities such as the classes, 
clinics and outings).  Really, anything related to fly fishing is fair game.  
This includes the gang around the campfire, scenery or wildlife observed while fishing 
and of course the obligatory photos of the big fish (even little fish would be nice).  
 
The show will again be titled “What I Did Over the Past Year” so include anything from 
summer 2009 through summer 2010. I would like to get the photos from you by August 
15 if at all possible. If you are a little late, send them along any way and I can probably 
work them in.  
Email works well for sending them (rwpearcy@gmail.com).  If you have a lot of photos 
then getting them to me on a CD might be best. I can scan in prints if that is what you 
have. 
 
We are going to try a new feature in the newsletter: a Fly of the Month.  
O.K. we might not have one every month but we would like to have one on a regular 
basis. To kick things off, Greg Chester has provided a very nice write-up, recipe, and 
beautiful picture of a March Brown emerger pattern with perfect timing for the now 
occurring March Brown hatch.   
 
Flies of the Month will be archived with the newsletter on the web site, or possibly we 
will set up a separate archive for them.  Many, such as this one, will also be on the 
Bitterroot Trout Unlimited web site.  We will encourage members to submit fly patterns 
that they have found to be especially useful here in Western Montana.  Photographing 
flies is no easy task (congratulations to Greg for his elegant photo) so if you cannot get 
a good one, we will help out.  
 
While we are on the subject of fly tying, did you know that the Darby 
Community Library has a fly tying bench equipped with all the necessary tools and 
materials that is free for the public to use?  In fact they do and they would like to see 
more use made of it.  Bitterroot Trout Unlimited keeps it stocked with materials.  So if 
you are in the Darby area and don’t have quite the right fly you can stop in and tie a 
couple up. If you have not been there, the Library itself is worth visiting to see the 
elegant construction utilizing small diameter timbers. The library has comfortable easy 
chairs and tables, and an excellent collection of fly-fishing books, mostly donated by 
Stanley Falkow. Thus if you do have the supposedly right fly but the fish have lockjaw 
and it is cold and blustery like it is today (April 29), stop in and get warm in a 
comfortable chair next to the fireplace and read one of the excellent fly-fishing books. 
 The Library is open from 10 am to 6 pm on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
and 10 am to 2 pm on Saturday (closed Wednesday and Sunday). 
 
Bob Pearcy, President 



 

ODDS AND ENDS 
 
LIST SERVE AND BLOG: 
by Leon Powell 
 
We have established a List Serve for Fly Fishers of the Bitterroot club 
members. The List Serve is an email messaging network that provides quick and easy 
messaging between all club members who wish to be included as List Serve members. 
The List Serve is similar to the blog in that the messages go to all registered members, 
but differs from the blog in the manner in which you receive the message. Messages 
from the List Serve will be sent to the email account you sign up with. No logging in as 
is the case with the blog. Another important difference is that although the List Serve is 
a Yahoo service, you will not be required to have a Yahoo account to send and receive 
List Serve messages.  However, a Yahoo account will be necessary to participate in 
advanced features such as access to photos posted. 
 
To register for the List Serve please send the email account information you wish to use 
to me at eleonfish@q.com  and I will send you an invitation to join. I suggest using the 
email address you regularly use to communicate via email. The invitation will have two 
links to activate your registration, the first of which will ask you to register for a yahoo 
account. You may use this and register for a Yahoo account, or if you are not interested 
in getting a Yahoo account, use the back arrow to return to the invitation email. Further 
down in the message you will see a link to join the group for email privileges. Use this 
link to activate your List Serve membership. If you have difficulty registering please call 
me at 777-1070. 
 

BLOG 
If you wish to also have access to the Fly Fishers of the Bitterroot members’ only blog, 
you must first have a Gmail account with Google.com.  
Once you have the Gmail account, send me your account information, no passwords 
please, and I will send you an invite to join the blog. Follow the instructions in the 
invitation and you will be registered as an author of the member’s only blog. To access 
the blog, go to Fly Fishers of the Bitterroot website, go to the activities page and click on 
Members Fishing Blog. You will have to log in using your Gmail user name and 
password. 
 
Both the List Serve and the Blog are for Fly Fishers of the Bitterroot 
members in good standing only. Again, questions, call me (777-1070). 
 
Painted Rocks: 
As of Saturday, April 24, Painted Rocks Dam was impounding approximately 11,170 
acre-feet (AF) of water. This represents approximately 1/3 of the total storage capacity 
of 32,365 AF. 
Here is a copy of the current monitoring data: 
Measured at boat ramp: 121' below bottom ring, Elev. 4689.6', storage 11,170 AF 
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INFLOWS: 
Blue Joint 86.3 cfs 
West Fork 127.1 
Overwhich 103.5 
Slate 48.5 
Little Boulder est. 5.0 
TOTAL INFLOW 370.4 cfs 
OUTFLOW: 76 cfs 
Since the last readings were taken on April 2nd The reservoir storage content has 
increased by 4,680 AF. The peak daytime inflows have increased for approximately 77 
cfs to 370 cfs. However, the nighttime inflows are still substantially less due to freezing 
nighttime temps. The outflows have increased from 69 cfs to 76 cfs. It is anticipated that 
the first gate adjustment will be made around May 1st. The first gate adjustment will 
increase the outflows to approximately 100 cfs. 
 
May Fly Fishing Clinic: 
With the assistance of our Club members, and with the additional help of the Hamilton 
Chapter of Trout Unlimited members, Phil Romans will put on his annual Fly Fishing 
Clinic. The dates are successive Wednesdays, May 5, 12, 19 and 26 from 6:00 pm to 
9:00 pm each evening at the Corvallis Middle School Cafeteria. Tell all your friends. The 
class is for beginner and intermediate fly fishers. Phil would really appreciate your 
volunteer to help with casting, knot tying and anywhere else they are needed.   
 
Folks can call Phil at 363-0744 or sign up at the three Hamilton fly shops or sign up at 
the first meeting. Costs are $50 for non-members of TU or FFB; $35 for members of 
either organization. With payment of $50 comes a membership for one of these 
organizations (TU or FFB). Raffles will be held at each class and everyone attending will 
receive a prize plus a folder of all activities covered and a free book. 
 
July Project and Member Meeting: 
Last year we sponsored a day of fishing and tube steak BBQ for about 20 
special needs folks from our Valley. This event was held at a private pond up Skalkaho 
Road, Stafford Pond, which is stocked with dream fish. All the special needs folks 
caught at least one trout and happy smiles were had around. Truly, it was a magnificent 
time. This year, we will do the same but combine it with a members meeting. It will be 
held on July 17th.  More info and directions will be provided at a later date. 
 
Fly Fishing Course for Hamilton High School: 
Our Club and the Hamilton chapter of Trout Unlimited put on a five session fly fishing 
clinic in April for two classes of Hamilton High School folks. It was very successful and 
Cliff Gibbons and Rich Morrisey, who carried the organizational chores, wish to thank all 
who made this the great success it was, particularly Chris Clancy, Jeff Gray and Eddie 
Olwell. We know that we could not reach every young adult taking these classes. But it 
was a wonderful opportunity to teach our fly fishing ethic to tomorrow's voters. Most of 
these young adults will remain in or return to the Bitterroot Valley. They will hold the 
future of this resource in their hands in the years to come. What better effort can we 



make than to teach these young folks our passion for our sport and our reverence for 
our resources. 
 
Fly tying: 
It's on! Wednesday evenings at the Hamilton Brewery. 5:30 pm. All skill levels welcome. 
 
Membership: 
As most of you already know, our Club started a dues program in September. The 
annual dues for an individual is $25 and for a family, $35. Please see Linda Powell, at 
the check in desk at our meeting or download an application form at 
www.flyfishersofthebitterroot.org. Just to brag a little, we already have over 86 paid 
members. Not bad for a little ole club. But more to the point, our Club is filled with 
activities and opportunities: a day fishing in a stocked pond for special needs folks; 
stream bank restoration in conjunction with TU; the May Fly Fishing Clinic; Fly Fishing 
101 at Hamilton High School; a casting clinic; a rowing class; Bitterroot River clean-up; 
the Pig Roast; various outings under the stewardship of our Cruise Director; and much 
more. If you yen to get involved, speak to any director or officer. 
 
Pig Roast: 
An early reminder: the Club's Pig Roast will be held Saturday, August 21 at Lake Como. 
 
FLY OF THE MONTH 
GT Western March Brown (Rhrithrogena) 
by Greg Chester 
 
Spring time on the Bitterroot is always an exciting time of the year. We start 
with the long awaited Skwala activity after winter and then are treated to Baetis, March 
Browns and Gray Drakes as spring sets in. We’re fortunate in the Bitterroot to have 
such a diverse bug population and even more privileged to have such terrific hatches to 
fill the gap between Skwalas and the summer bugs. 
 
This unique pattern has worked well for me over the years and effectively 
imitates any mayfly adult by simply changing color and size. It’s tied in the style of Rich 
Christian’s GT Dun series that replicates both adult and emergent stages. This is made 
possible with the Gamakatsu C12U curved shank hook and unique tail placement. 
When fishing this bug keep floatant off of the abdomen and shuck – this is important to 
insure the emergent stage is replicated properly. Good tying and good fishing! 
 

 
Hook: Gamakatsu C12U caddis hook, 
 Size 10 - 14 
Thread: 6/0 Tan Unithread 
Shuck: Brown Zelon 
Abdomen: Tan goose or turkey biot 
Tails: Tan Microfibetts, split 



Wing: White polypropylene yarn, parachute style 
Thorax: Tan superfine dubbing 
Hackle: Brown 
Head: Tying thread 

 
FOR FUN 
Will Rogers, who died in a plane crash with Wylie Post in 1935, was probably the 
greatest political sage this country has ever known. Enjoy the following: 
1. Never slap a man who's chewing tobacco. 
2. Never kick a cow chip on a hot day. 
3. There are 2 theories to arguing with a woman...neither works. 
4. Never miss a good chance to shut up. 
5. Always drink upstream from the herd. 
6. If you find yourself in a hole, stop digging. 
7. The quickest way to double your money is to fold it and put it back in your 
pocket. 
8. There are three kinds of men: The ones that learn by reading. The few who 
learn by observation. The rest of them have to pee on the electric fence and find 
out for themselves. 
9. Good judgment comes from experience and a lot of that comes from bad 
judgment. 
10. If you're riding ahead of the herd, take a look back every now and then to 
make sure it's still there. 
11. Lettin' the cat outta the bag is a whole lot easier'n puttin' it back. 
12. After eating an entire bull, a mountain lion felt so good he started roaring. He 
kept it up until a hunter came along and shot him. The moral: When you're full of 
bull, keep your mouth shut. 
ABOUT GROWING OLDER... 
First ~ Eventually you will reach a point when you stop lying about your age and 
start bragging about it. 
Second ~ The older we get, the fewer things seem worth waiting in line for. 
Third ~ Some people try to turn back their odometers. Not me, I want people to 
know "why" I look this way. I've traveled a long way and some of the roads 
weren't paved. 
Fourth ~ When you are dissatisfied and would like to go back to youth, think of 
Algebra. 
Fifth ~ You know you are getting old when everything either dries up or leaks. 
Sixth ~ I don't know how I got over the hill without getting to the top. 
Seventh ~ One of the many things no one tells you about aging is that it is such a 
nice change from being young. 
Eighth ~ One must wait until evening to see how splendid the day has been. 
Ninth ~ Being young is beautiful, but being old is comfortable. 
Tenth ~ Long ago when men cursed and beat the ground with sticks, it was called 
witchcraft.  Today it's called golf 
And finally ~ If you don't learn to laugh at trouble, you won't have anything to 
laugh at when you are old. 



 
THE AUTHOR 
Sorry for the length of the newsletter. Seems like we just keep doing more 
and more. I'm going to have to retire from retirement just to get some rest. 
You can reach me at 406-381-5611 or rich@rkymtn.net. I encourage 
newsletter ideas and, boy, did I get some this time. 


