
 
 
 

February 2016 Newsletter 

February meeting – Tuesday February 2nd 
at 6pm 

BJ’s Restaurant – Hamilton 
 
 
 

“Show me a man who fishes in the winter, and I’ll show 
you an fanatic. Actually, I’ll get the better of the deal, 
because for sheer spectacle a fanatic doesn’t hold a candle 
to a man who fishes in the winter” 
 
-Patrick F McManus 
from 
They Shoot Canoes Don’t They? 
 



The Presidents Message 
 
 
 

February is a month full of anticipation.  By this time of winter, cabin 
fever has fully set in and we begin to feel the need to “scratch the itch” 
and go fishing, no matter the weather.  The day’s start becoming 
noticeably longer, and talk of upcoming steelhead trips and Skwalas to 
come, begin to percolate during the Wednesday night fly tying sessions at 
Bitterroot Brewery.  It won't be long before our favorite steelhead runs 
over the hill in the Gem State will be ice free.  This is the month to finish 
restocking those much-beleaguered fly boxes before the coming hatches 
of March.   
 
February happens to be strangely one of my favorite angling months. I've 
had some truly incredible streamer days and outstanding dry fly fishing 
on tail water rivers like the Missouri and the Bighorn.  Our freestone 
rivers also begin to slowly come alive as well, and the best thing?  You 
rarely see another boat on the water.  So get those boxes filled and get 
out when you can. Oh, and don't forget that those Smith River permit 
applications are due this month (Be sure to invite me if you're lucky 
enough to get one)!     
 
In club news, I'm excited to announce that the club has a bright and 
shiny brand-new website that will soon be going live (it may be by the 
time you read this)!  The web address remains the same but the look has 
changed.  This website will provide a host of new features and tools 
including increased connectivity to our social media platforms, a really 
cool media page, and a new blog/fishing report page.  Be sure to 
subscribe to the RSS feed on the blog page to get up to date club news 
and fishing reports!  This is just a taste of what we hope to be brining to 
you through the new website in the coming year.  
 
Now for upcoming events.  The February meeting will feature the annual 
slideshow featuring all your favorite grip-and-grins from last year, plus a 
little extra.  Don't miss out, I think the show is looking pretty good this 
year if I do say so myself.  Hope to see you on February 2nd. 

  



The Program 
 

2015 – The Year In Review 
(A Grip N’ Grin Slide Show) 

 

Fly of the Month 

Shakey Beeley 

By Greg Chester 

A fly with such a name must have an interesting story behind it and this is no 

exception. Rumor has it from the guys at Blue Ribbon Flies that in the 1940’s an old 

National Parks Ranger, Mr. Beeley, used a version of this fly all summer long.  His 

hands shook every time he landed a big fish and the name stuck.   

The menu below was adapted from the 

original by Nick Nicklas of BRF using 

traditional and modern materials. The 

pattern works well imitating an 

emerging stonefly and I use it as a 

general fall soft hackle. I fish it like any 

other soft hackle either dropping it off 

an adult bug or swinging it with a 

floating or sink tip line. It even works 

well for Stillwater fishing. Last fall on 

Georgetown (Sept 9) I stripped it at 

about 10 feet deep and caught several 

nice rainbows.  

Below is the menu as tied by Nick. The silk and orange herl may be difficult to locate. 

You may substitute heavy thread for the silk and dubbing for the herl.  Also, a Dai Riki 

#280 hook works fine. 

 
Recipe: 
Hook                 #12    Tiemco 2312                                   
Thread                6/0 Orange Unithread 
Tail           Hungarian partridge fibers 
Abdomen           Yellow rabbit dubbing 



Rib                Brown Pearsall’s silk 
Collar/thorax Ostrich herl dyed orange 
Under wing Gold or yellow crystal flash 
Hackle              Hungarian partridge 
 

Attach thread and wind down to the hook point – not the barb. 

● Attach tail, about 6-8 fibers, length equal to the hook shank. Try to keep the barbules 

curved the same way. Trout don’t like scruffy tails! 

● Tie in ribbing and dub abdomen up to thorax area allowing room for the collar, hackle 

and head. Use a good amount of dubbing so that once ribbed a very pronounced 

segmentation remains. 

● Tie in 3-4 strands of ostrich herl, twist together, and wrap a full collar, about 3 turns. 

Again, preserve hackle and head space. 

● Tie on 4-5 strands of crystal flash trimmed to about hook length 

● Tie in one partridge feather and wrap a sparse collar, about 3 turns with barbules 

curved toward the rear of the hook. I find it best to strip off barbules from the leading 

side of the feather shank before wrapping. This prevents trapping barbules as you 

wrap and results in a nice, evenly spaced sparse collar. Separate barbules as you wrap 

helps produce and even collar. 

● Finish by wrapping a neat head forcing the hackle further toward the back as shown 

in the photo. 

● Lacquer the head and reserve a special place in your box for this beautiful bug! 

 

 

D Outings 
 

The Club’s first outing is April 20-24, 2016 on the Missouri River.  Base 
camp for the club will be near the Headhunters shop. Contact Mike 
Taylor for more information mtflyfishing@hotmail.com 
 

Fishing Licenses and Club Dues 
 

It’s that time of the year; Renew your license now while it’s on your 
mind. If you haven’t paid you Club dues by now you are OVERDUE. 
Bring cash or check to the Tuesday meeting or send a check to Ken 
Quinn, 1160 Weeping Willow Way, Corvallis, MT, 59828 
 

mailto:mtflyfishing@hotmail.com


 
 
 

 

Youth Fly-tying Program 

BITTERROOT 

BUGGERS 

Introduction to fly-

tying and fly-fishing 

 5 popular patterns 

 Essential knots 

 Basics of casting 

 Picnic and fishing 

day 
 

 

March 8-April 19 

Free! 

 

Bitterroot Youth  

Ages 9-14 

 

Tuesday Evenings 

 

Registration forms       

available at: 

 Freestone Fly Shop 

 www.hsd3.org 

     Programs/keystone 

 

For More Info Call: 

369-2213 or 375-9999 

Sponsored by Bitterroot Trout Unlimited in partnership with Keystone Enrichment Program 



 
 
 
 
 



Previews of Coming Attractions 
 
February:    Club Slide Program 
  
March:   Heather Barber from the Bitterroot Watershed Forum will 
provide an update on their programs for 2016 
  
April:  Wade Frederberg from the FWS will provide an overview on the 
status of the Bull Trout Recovery program. 
  
May:   Tom Reed is an author who frequently writes for the TU magazine 
and other sporting publications.  He is a fly fisherman and backcountry 
horseman who lives in Pony, MT. 
  
June:  Dave Hughes will deliver the evening presentation at our meeting.  
Prior to that he will give one or two seminars on matching the Hatch 
during the preceding meeting.  (We are awaiting the approval of the TU 
board on Jan 27th, as they are the co-sponsors of the event). 
  
 
“When a man picks up a fly rod for the first time, he may 
not know it, he has been born again” 

 
Joseph D Farris 
Angler 

 
 
.site-brandin 
 Fishs Eddy O is hosting the F3T Flyfishing Film Tour again this year 
in the Bitterroot, all proceeds will got to the Bitterroot Water Forum… 
Date is Saturday 02/27/16 11am at the Pharoplex theatre in 
Corvallis……It is a good option for folks who don’t want to travel to 
Missoula for the show. More info at 
http://flyfilmtour.ticketfly.com/event/1062893-2016-fly-fishing-film-tour-
corvallis http://flyfilmtour.ticketfly.com/event/1062893-2016-fly-fishing-film-

tour-corvallis 
 

  



 
BROUGHT TO YOU BY FISHS EDDY O FLY FISHING 
2016 FLY FISHING FILM TOUR - 
CORVALLIS, MT 

SAT · FEBRUARY 27, 2016 

 


