
FLY FISHERS OF THE BITTERROOT 
 

NEWSLETTER FOR MAY, 2007 

 

THE MEETING 
 

 Our May meeting will be held Tuesday, May 1, 2007, upstairs at the 

Exchange Club on Main Street in Hamilton. Cocktails and general fish tails start at 

6:00 pm and the program starts at 7:00 pm. As a rule, the Club meets the first 

Tuesday of every month except for the months of July and August, when there will 

not be any meetings. Please remember to sign up with FFF if you haven’t already 

done so. Membership applications are available at all meetings. See Doreen 

Romans, our Membership Chair. This can also be accomplished on line with FFF, 

http://www.fedflyfishers.org. Guests are always welcome but you must be a member of 

FFF to attend regularly our monthly meetings and programs. 

 
Don't forget to make reservations (Doreen Romans, 363-0744) only if you are 

coming for dinner. If we have enough folks coming, The Exchange will hire extra 

help. Otherwise, the service will be slow, so please make reservations. Thanks for 

your help in this. There is no charge for attending the meetings or any requirement 

to have dinner. 

 

THE SPEAKER 



  

 Our featured speaker for May is Rick Thomas. Rick will show slides and 

talk of fishin' fine and far off (and close, too) on the Bitterroot, a river of his close 

acquaintance. Rick is a licensed outfitter and guides the Bitterroot (and probably 

other Montana waters). His web address is www.myspace.com/flyfishingalways 

and you can reach him at 363-0943 office or 360-4346 home . Here is what his 

myspace page tells us: 

Rick Thomas: 42 years old, 15 years guiding. Rick was born and raised in 

Hamilton, Montana. He started fishing at an early age and loved fishing in the 

creeks of Skalkaho and Sleeping Child. He started tying flies at the age of 9; a few 

years later he started tying them professionally. He tied flies and helped John and 

Elna (former owners of Fishaus) in their fly shop for a few years and moved his 

way up to guiding. After guiding for four years, he decided to get his Outfitters 

license and become his own boss. Rick is laid back, easy going , loves to fish. Rick 

has a partner that always works with him. He is a Schipperke named Bodee. Bodee 

also has a page on myspace, www.myspace.com/flyfishingalways 

 

THOSE WHO SPAKE 
 

 Thanks to Don McGourty and Dennis Wright for their dream inspiring talk 

on fishing in Chile at our April meeting.  

 

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
 

Hi folks, 

 As always at this time of year, the weather is unpredictable but the fishing is great. I have 

seen some of you on the river over the last month and there have been some mixed results as far 

as the catching part. There are lots of Mayflies on the water, and a fair amount of Skwala. For the 

first time since I've been here, I used the Quigley Cripple. Learned to tie it too. I had heard a lot 

about it each year but never took the opportunity to use it. It's a great fly, sometimes hard to see 

in the smaller sizes, but really picks up the fish that might otherwise ignore my offerings. I'm 

sold on it as a go-to fly.  

 We hope to see you at our May class at Teller. Again, we'll be doing the class at the Slack 

Barn at Teller Wildlife Refuge on Wednesday evenings from six to nine pm, 

 May 9, 16, 23, and 30. The class is for beginners and intermediate fly fishers. Our FFF chapter, 

TU, and Teller are hosting this event. There is a $50 charge for the class, and that includes an 

FFF or TU-one year membership, a folder of materials related to fly fishing, and "The Curtis 

http://www.myspace.com/flyfishingalways
http://www.flyfishingalways.com/images/Temp/bodee2.jpg
http://www.myspace.com/flyfishingalways


Creek Manifesto". If you haven't read this introduction to fly fishing, you're in for a treat. Hope 

to see some of you there. If you would like to volunteer some time to help teach at the event, call 

me at 363-0744. 

Phil Romans 

 
 

THE EVENTS 
Cleanup of Three Mile Creek (May, July and October): 
 Trout Unlimited is doing a project that will benefit the Bitterroot River and all of us who are fly 
fishers. If you have some time to donate, this will be a worthwhile endeavor.  

 Three Mile Creek (north of Stevensville, flowing out of the Sapphires through the Lee Metcalf 
Wildlife Refuge) is one of the greatest sources of sediment and nutrient pollution to the Bitterroot River. 
Wheelbarrow Creek is a tributary of Three Mile. This project focuses on a 3,500 foot stretch of 
Wheelbarrow Creek that has been identified as one of the most degraded areas and largest sources of 
sediment in the entire Three Mile Creek watershed. The goal of the project is to reduce sediment and 
nutrient pollution and create habitat for resident westslope cutthroat. This will be achieved by providing 
4,000 feet of fencing to keep cattle out of the creek, building stream bank stabilization and revegetation 
on this stretch and adding in-stream habitat structure and log jams to increase fish habitat. The volunteer 
work will be done in three phases: (1) May 5: volunteers to string over three thousand feet of barbed wire. 
(2) July 6: volunteers to place structures in creek. (3) October: revegetation (volunteers planting 
willows).For now, TU needs help with the fencing May 5 .  

 For Saturday, 5 May volunteers should have: fencing pliers, leather gloves, hammer and their 
own water/lunch. If anyone has a fence-stretcher or two they can bring, that would be great. Meet at 7:45 
am at Lone Rock School (east, up Three Mile Creek Road from Eastside Hwy). For questions, contact 
either Greg Chester, phone 363-0033 or Eddie Olwell: e-mail eolwell@aol.com , phone 777-1449 .  

 
Workshop for beginner and intermediate fly fishers: 
 Fly Fishers of the Bitterroot, Trout Unlimited and Teller Wildlife Refuge are sponsoring 

an Adult Fly Fishing Class. The class will be four Wednesday nights in May from 6 pm to 9 pm 

at the Teller Wildlife Refuge Education Barn (May 9, 16, 23 and 30). Class is open to beginner 

and intermediate fly fishers from age 16 to 96. The class will cover topics such as equipment 

selection, casting techniques, entomology, fly selection, knot tying, and fish biology. A $50 

donation will cover all materials plus a membership in either the Federation of Fly Fishers or 

Trout Unlimited for one year. Individuals may sign up at Fishaus or the Fly Fishing Center in 

Hamilton. For more information or if you would like to volunteer to teach at the clinic, call Phil 

Romans at 363-0744 or Jenny West of TU at 363-3397. 

 

Montana Trout Buffet and Auction: 

 Montana Trout is a nonprofit dedicated to preserving wild trout habitat and enhancing 

public awareness of the environment. Montana Trout holds its annual buffet and auction on 

Thursday, May 10, from 6 pm to 9:30 pm at the University Center (3rd floor) in Missoula. Fine 

food, fishing art, outdoor gear, guided trips and more will be available. Cost is $25 in advance or 

$30 at the door. Tickets are available at most Missoula fly shops and at Fishaus in Hamilton. Phil 

Romans is going and will carpool with the willing from Hamilton area. Phil's phone is 363-0744. 

mailto:eolwell@aol.com


 

Georgetown Lake Club Outing: 

 Mark your calendars and grease your lines. Saturday, May 19, is the Club's annual 

outing to teach all those impetuous Georgetown trout a lesson. Our first trip of 2007 promises to 

be a winner. Georgetown is loaded with fish eager to take a fly or bait and is located in a 

beautiful setting just east of the Continental Divide between Phillipsburg and Anaconda. Since 

Skalkaho Pass is very likely to remain snowed over, we will have to drive the long way, some 

140 miles each way through the Missoula metropolis. You may fish for the day on Saturday or 

stay for the weekend – it’s your choice! A camping ground at the lake will be available if you 

wish to fish 'til dark and spend the night. You can fish from shore, wade, use a belly boat or drag 

a boat or raft. Phil says he expects a 100 trout day, but, remember, Phil is a trout fisherman and, 

just sometimes, the truth is not in trout fishermen. Greg Chester opines a 50 trout number is more 

likely. For those who treasure the flannel sheets of home, the tired but trout-sated members will 

reconvene at the Montana Club restaurant, located in Missoula on the west side of Reserve Ave. 

just south of Interstate 90 across from McDonalds at 7:30 pm  for dinner and tall tales.  

Detailed information regarding lodging and camping options will be available at the May 1 club 

general meeting as well as examples of the “hot flies” and area maps. Several club members 

have been fishing Georgetown for years and can offer tips regarding hot flies, presentation 

methods and locations. For further information please contact Mike Wesche (961-5349), Rick 

Hancock (239-3818) or Greg Chester (363-0033).  

 

Cleanup of The Bitterroot: 

  As a reminder, the date for the river cleanup this year is September 8. It was decided by 

survey to try this date because we will be better able to pick up trash in the river due to the low 

water at that time of year. There will be a barbeque following the cleanup and Anglers Roost has 

generously donated their site.  

 

FFF & FFF Council events:  

 Northern California Council - Fly Fishing Hall of Fame Event 

 February 24, 2007 

 Pleasanton, CA 
 http://www.nccfff.org/hof/hof.html 

 Oregon Council /NW Fly Tyer & Fly Fishing Expo 

 March 9 - 10, 2007 

 Albany, OR 
 http://www.nwflytyersexpo.com/  
 

 FFF 42nd Int'l Show & Conclave 2007 

 July 31 - August 4, 2007 

 Livingston, MT  
 http://www.fedflyfishers.org/conclave2007/begin.php 

 Southern Council Conclave 

 October ,2007 

 Mtn Home, AR 
 http://www.southerncouncilfff.org/  

Other: 



 Call for Papers, Posters, Nominations: Wild Trout - IX 

 October 9-12, 2007 

 Holiday Inn - West Yellowstone, Montana 

 "Sustaining Wild Trout in a Changing World" 
 http://www.wildtroutsymposium.com/  

 

 

THE ERRATA 
 
Raffle items: 

 The dubbing loop machine graciously donated to the Club by Drew Miller, a recent 

speaker and fly maestro, will be given away when 100 tickets are sold at $1.00. Similarly, a 

Temple Fork 8' 6", four piece 5 weight rod given to the Club by the FFF folks in Livingston will 

be given away when 100 tickets are sold at $1.00. These are great items and your chances are 

sure better than the Lotto. Tickets will be sold at the May 1 meeting. 

 

Winners: 

 Jay Hagland and Donna Woodroof were the winners of the raffle for the 

_______________. This handsome picture will be presented to these winners at the May 1 

meeting.  

 

Fly Tying: 

 Fly tying, Wednesday evenings at the Brewery in Hamilton, 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm. Be 

there or be square. Bring your favorite pattern or just come to observe. Greg Chester and Phil 

Romans are usually there. We hope to see some of you. Any fly you are afraid to throw into 

heavy cover is good only for an ornament, so you know you need to tye more. 

TU news: 

 TU is supporting the move to set up a multidimensional board to work on the problem of 

setbacks. Take the time to find out about this issue. Talk to a TU representative if you have 

questions regarding streamside setbacks. Support our local TU. They work for us to improve and 

maintain our fisheries and access. 

 On April 19 Theresa Blazevich presented a slide show to TU about water quality in the Bitterroot 
Drainage that attempts to establish a local Water Quality District. Theresa formerly worked for the County 
as Director of Environmental Health Department and was instrumental in developing the concept of a 
water quality district (WQD) for Ravalli County. A number of other fast-growing counties in Montana have 
already established WQD’s and they have been instrumental in setting up programs to monitor and 
protect ground water. The commissioners initially approved this, but a small and vocal group of protestors 
mounted a massive disinformation campaign and persuaded the commissioners to put it on the June 5 
ballot. This was a shocking development!  

 Theresa no longer works for the county and is joining with the Bitterroot Water Forum, Trout 
Unlimited, and others to promote passage of the WQD. She is very concerned that water quality is at risk 
in the Bitterroot. If you think anyone is monitoring our water resources for deterioration, you are dead 
wrong! Theresa expects that we will see illnesses in our area if this effort fails. For example, there is a 
large area east of Corvallis that has arsenic contamination of the ground water. The landowners who now 
have to drink bottled water discovered this. Are there other areas of contamination of ground water by 
arsenic or septic systems in the valley? Who knows and no one is looking! 



 Theresa’s presentation was a real wake up call, and I urge everyone to attend one of the 
presentations that Theresa is giving around the county and to cast your vote in favor of a WQD for Ravalli 
County on June 5. Please contact me for further information or copies of Theresa’s presentation and 
supporting material. Greg Chester, TU representative 363-0033 

Members Bulletin Board: 

 This writer would like to see a Club web page established and, from that page, access to a 

members web page on which we could, when so moved, post comments on just completed wades 

or floats, notices of open seats in boats/rafts for trips coming up, pleas for help in landing fish, 

etc. The general Club page would have our mission statement and contact information. What I 

have in mind for the members access page is something informal and totally voluntary. When 

Phil Romans returns from one of his 40 fish days on the 'Root, he could type in "Did well on size 

32 royal wulffs. The atomic ants flew at three. Rich lost another 25" brownie." The basic idea is 

a posting of insider's knowledge on river conditions, hatches observed, flies used, results, etc. but 

with no commitments. I recognize that a page like this could be a nice recruiting tool for new 

members. But I rather fancy the notion of a members only policy, a perk of fellowship. To 

achieve this, the page would have to be access protected. That means another one of those dang 

passwords to remember or carry in your wallet (maybe "skwala"?). But, if limited to us, we 

could have no limits on content: rafts for sale, found rods, carpools to events, etc. Here's the rub: 

I am more than willing to do what I can to assist and maintain these sites, but I am, sadly and 

frustratingly, illiterate in the computer's wily ways. If this idea grows legs, then I will need some 

geeky member to slither forward and help set it up. Contact below. 

 

 

THE AUTHOR 
  
 Until deposed in a popular uprising or lost mysteriously on a float, the newsletter duties 

have devolved to Rich Morrisey, aka The San Juan Worm. You can reach me at 206-362-1199 

with comments or threats (yes, it's a Seattle area code but if you use the ubiquitious cell phone, 

there's no extra charge.) or rich@rkymtn.net. I encourage (I'm going to regret saying this) 

newsletter ideas.  


