
 

NEWSLETTER FOR MAY, 2013 

THE MEETING 

The weather report says spring is imminent. It will stop freezing at night. The days 

will sprout shirtsleeves instead of fleece. And, of course, the grass will need daily 

cutting. But, this is it! This is the time! Get on the river, now! Do you not have 

images of stately drakes sailing down the current but meeting tragic ends in noisy 

splashes? Can you not feel that electric tingling in your arm from a throbbing fly 

rod? Can you not feel the kiss of spring on your cheek as you stretch your cast to 

find that monster over by the bank? Can you not remember the iridescent beauty 

of an 18” ‘bow in full spawning colors? 

Well, if memory fails, come to the meeting and there will be many who can 

replenish the well springs. We meet at BJ’s restaurant on Tuesday, May 7. This 

time, we repeat last year’s session with Dan Shepard of Grizzly Hackle. Dan will 

start casting comparisons at 5:30 pm on the fairgrounds (inside the First 

Interstate Building if weather is snotty). If you are more interested in socializing, 

come for of the usual fish tales hour starting at 6 pm. Regular programming at 7 

pm. 

THE SPEAKER 



This month's featured speaker is Dan Shepherd, from the Grizzly Hackle Fly shop 

in Missoula. Dan provides the latest fly rods for hands-on testing. Come cast and 

compare the newest in fly rod technology starting at 5:30 pm. We will be on the 

fairgrounds just across the street from BJ’s unless it is raining, in which case we 

will be in the First Interstate Building (where we were last year). Dan will also be 

showing new products for the fly fisher and treating us to a video in the program 

starting at 7 pm. 

THOSE WHO SPAKE 

Peg Miskin, Casting for Recovery, spoke of the first ever CfR clinic in Montana in 

Glacier country. The generosity of our members, helped a bit by the Club itself, 

paid for two participants. Peg and the participants told us of their experiences. 

We are glad and proud to have Peg as part of our Club. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

To all members: thank you for your very generous support at our April meeting 

Casting for Recovery fundraiser. So far you have donated about $1,800 towards 

sending two ladies to this year’s program at West Glacier in September 2013. I 

want to share parts of a thank you letter I received from Suzanne M.K living in 

Stevensville, whom we sponsored last year: 

“When I was picked last year to be part of Casting for Recovery 2012 in Glacier I 

was so excited. It was something I had dreamt about while in treatment. When I 

got to be one of the Bitterroot women going to Glacier I thought, ‘There couldn’t 

be anything better than this.’ 

I had no idea what this weekend would be like or how I would be changed by it. 

We got to focus on something other than cancer. What a wonderful thing for all 

of us. One of the most profound moments for me was when we headed down to 

the river and rounded the path. There were our guides!!!!! All of them standing 

together, smiling not saying anything. The amount of loving, kind, excited energy 



coming our way from the guides was breathtaking. I think there is something to 

be said about ‘Flyfishers’, they are a group onto themselves. 

How can I begin to tell you how much this meant to me and the other women. 

Through your support many of us got a chance to just be new flyfishers and not 

cancer survivors. Thank you for supporting this wonderful organization. Because 

of you I got to feel what it was like to be on the river, learning and growing..... 

healing!!!” 

What more can be said? Again: THANK YOU! Jim Cline 

FLY OF THE MONTH 
by Denny Westover 
STILLWATER NYMPH 

 
Recipe 

Hook:  TMC 5262 2xl nymph hook, size 10 

Thread:  UTC 70 denier Olive 

Tail:  Burnt Orange marabou, sparse 

Rib:  Fine copper wire 

Shellback:  Dozen strands olive marabou tied in by 

the tips 

Hackle:  Grizzly dyed burnt orange, 3 to 4 turns 

Body:  Olive marabou wound around the hook or 

olive seal substitute 

 

TIERS NOTE: Rib the fly before securing the shellback over the top of the fly. 

The Stillwater Nymph is a pattern from the creative mind of Denny Rickards. I 

consider this fly to be my most effective stillwater subsurface pattern when 

chironomids are not the dominant hatch. It is especially effective in shallow water 

(1 to 4 feet) but fools fish at any time of the year and at any depth. 

The pattern colors can be changed to suit your preference but I have found the 

above combination to be most effective for me. I fish only size 10 but feel free to 



experiment with larger and smaller sizes. The fly should be fished in shallow water 

with a very slow sinking camo intermediate line or a floating line with a seven foot 

camo intermediate tip. (I prefer one that Rickards sells on his website which sinks 

1 to 1 ½ inches per second (www.flyfishingstillwaters.com). A type II sinking line is 

effective in water deeper than six feet. At any depth it is important to fish a line 

and leader combination that will allow the fly to swim at the desired depth for as 

long as possible. 

The most effective retrieve is a slow hand twist or slow one foot pulls followed by 

a 4-5 second pause. I typically fish the fly with a 12 to 14 foot leader tapered to 

4x. If you are retrieving properly but still hanging up on the bottom before the 

end of the retrieve then switch to a slower sinking line rather than speeding up 

your retrieve. 

Tie or buy a few of this pattern and try them on your next lake outing – The 

Stillwater Nymph might just become your favorite pattern too………. 

ANNUAL CLUB PICNIC SUPPER 

The date is set! Mark your calendars for Sunday, August 18, 2013, for the annual 

Club picnic. Once again, we will pardon the porker and burn steaks instead. The 

Bitterroot Blackpots will offer mouthwatering Dutch oven dishes to accompany 

steaks charred to your taste. 

It will be held at the fabulous riverside home of Steve Lilburn. The property boasts 

2000 feet of Bitterroot River frontage and its own boat launch/takeout just across 

the River from Hannon. Various lawn games are available. And I hear there are 

plans for a casting pond! 

We will officially commence at 4 pm. However, it is very doubtful the keg will 

remain untapped much beyond 1 pm. 

We have in the past asked for dishes to be brought, sort of a potluck thing. That 

has worked only so so. With the full-scale addition of the Bitterroot Blackpots, this 

year the Club will spring for the chips, etc. not actually being cooked on site. This 

is not to dissuade you if you are yearning to share your favorite salad. Bring it on! 



Our picnic supper will be preceded by the Karstetter Classic, see below. 

KARSTETTER CLASSIC 

The Fly Fishers of the Bitterroot and River Resorts LLC (Steve Lilburn) proudly 

announce a new event, the Karstetter Classic on the banks of the Bitterroot River. 

The Karstetter Classic will be a gathering of those who build, use and admire the 

classically made bamboo fly rod (both antique and new) and the classic reels used 

on them. It is named in honor of our own Marty Karstetter, a world-renowned 

craftsman of cane rods. (This is all Steve Lilburn’s great idea!) 

The event is scheduled for 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm, Sunday, August 18, 2013. It will be 

held on Steve’s property just before the Club’s annual picnic. It is a totally free 

event. There will be no charge for entrance, parking, display or sale of rods and 

reels. All bamboo rod builders, collectors, and all fisherfolk who use or want to 

use bamboo rods are invited. However, this is a hands on event so rods brought 

should be expected to be available to be cast by other participants. For 

professional rod makers, display tables may be erected on the grounds. 

The Fly Fishers of the Bitterroot annual Club picnic supper will commence at 4 pm. 

Participants and attendees of the Karstetter Classic, whether members of the 

Fly Fishers of the Bitterroot, are welcome to stay and enjoy a steak bbq. 

Nonmembers will be charged a nominal fee of $10.00. 

USE OF MEMBERS’ EMAIL ADDRESSES 

The Club’s Board of Directors has tried to be sensitive to the use of members’ 

emails for commercial purposes. We want to respect the privacy desires you may 

have. We have never given out our email list. And, for the most part, we have 

denied those who have asked us to send out commercial messages to our 

membership. However, discipline broke down recently when we sent out a one 

time, time sensitive discount offer from Western Flies and Guides. 

The Board has discussed this issue and decided the best course is to ask you, each 

member, if you wish to have the occasional commercial message sent to you on 



the email account you provide the Club for the newsletter and other Club 

announcements. We will maintain three lists: (1) the newsletter list (which is 

much larger than active members); (2) all active (i.e., dues paid) members; and (3) 

those members who wish to receive commercial messages related to fly fishing. 

For those in the last category, it may occur that the Club sends out occasional 

messages and it may occur that we give or sell our list of those interested in fly 

fishing related offers. 

We will contact each of you in the near future and ask whether you wish your 

email address to be kept private or you do not mind having that address receive 

fly fishing related commercial messages. 

OFFER 

Free grazing land off Wyant. Contact Bob Miller at 

Robert.A.Miller@morganstanley.com or 310-543-0226. 

BITTERROOT WATER FORUM 

Saturday, August 10th:  Third Annual “Riverfest in the Root” at Kiwanis River Park 

in Hamilton from 3pm-9pm. “Riverfest in the Root” is a free outdoor festival for 

children and families to celebrate their river with their community. Enjoy Kiwanis 

River Park through exciting and educational activities including the "Animal 

Wonders" live animal show from 3pm-4pm and other fun activities like rock 

painting, wet-and-wild water games, and obstacle courses! At 5pm join the “Run 

for the River” 5K or sit back and enjoy local food and beer on tap at the park. 

Boogie to live bluegrass music from 6pm-9pm! 

Saturday, September 14th:  Bitterroot River Clean Up. From Painted Rocks and 

Sula to Missoula, join hundreds of volunteers to help clean up our river. BBQ party 

with prizes at Angler’s Roost after! More info as the date approaches. 

FOR FUN 



 PARAPROSDOKIANS (Winston Churchill loved them) are figures of speech in 

which the latter part of a sentence or phrase is surprising or unexpected; 

frequently humorous.  

1. Where there's a will, I want to be in it.  

2. The last thing I want to do is hurt you. But it's still on my list.  

3. Since light travels faster than sound, some people appear bright until you hear 

them speak. 

4. If I agreed with you, we'd both be wrong.  

5. We never really grow up, we only learn how to act in public.  

6. War does not determine who is right - only who is left.  

7. Knowledge knows a tomato is a fruit. Wisdom is not putting it in a fruit salad.  

8. They begin the evening news with 'Good Evening, then proceed to tell you why 

it isn't.  

9. To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism. To steal from many is research.  

10. Buses stop in bus stations. Trains stop in train stations. On my desk is a work 

station.  

11. I thought I wanted a career. Turns out I just wanted paychecks.  

12. In filling out an application, where it says, 'In case of emergency notify:' I put 

'DOCTOR.'  

13. I didn't say it was your fault, I said I was blaming you.  

14. Women will never be equal to men until they can walk down the street with a 

bald head and a beer gut, and still think they are sexy.  

15. Behind every successful man is his woman. Behind the fall of a successful man 

is usually another woman.  

16. A clear conscience is the sign of a fuzzy memory.  

17. You do not need a parachute to skydive. You only need a parachute to skydive 

twice.  

18. Money can't buy happiness, but it sure makes misery easier to live with.  

19. There's a fine line between cuddling and holding someone down so they can't 

get away.  

20. I used to be indecisive. Now I'm not so sure.  



21. You're never too old to learn something stupid.  

22. To be sure of hitting the target, shoot first and call whatever you hit the 

target.  

23. Nostalgia isn't what it used to be.  

24. Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine.  

25. Going to church doesn't make you a Christian any more than standing in a 

garage makes you a car.  

26. Where there's a will, there are relatives. And mine is......... I'm supposed to 

respect my elders, but it's getting harder and harder for me to find one now. 

 

THE AUTHOR 

As always, I look forward to seeing old friends at this May 7 meeting and maybe 

making new friends. And if asked when not otherwise engaged, I have several fish 

stories. You can reach me at 406-381-5611 or richmorrisey@q.com 


