
 

NEWSLETTER FOR APRIL, 2013 

 
THE MEETING 

 In between the sleet and Force 8 gale winds, we are seeing the most 

miniscule glimpses of spring. A brave crocus or two peek above the semi-frozen 

soil. Tulips are pushing up. And the skwala hunters from Missoula populate the 

Bitterroot. The rumors are true. Fish are being taken. All men (and women) man 

your rods! 

We meet at BJ’s restaurant on Tuesday, April 2. There will be the usual 

story hour starting at 6 pm. We then slide into our regularly scheduled 

programming at 7 pm.  

THE SPEAKER 

Peg Miskin will present Casting for Recovery. This is the national 

organization that sponsors casting clinics around the country for women who 

have or have had breast cancer. The docs say that fly casting is one of the best 

therapies for women who have suffered this devastating form of cancer. You 

will recall that our Club sponsored two women from the Bitterroot last year for 

the first ever CFR clinic in Montana in Glacier country. The generosity of our 

members, helped a bit by the Club itself, paid for two participants. Peg and the 

participants will tell us of their experiences. Watch Jim Cline tear up. 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

As we enter spring your Club is very actively planning for the rest of the 

year. Our Cruise Director Mike Taylor has various trips planned beginning with 

a trip to the Missouri River April 5-7. In May, FFB along with BRTU is doing 

the annual Fly Fishing class for four weeks on Wednesday evenings beginning 

May 1, 6:30 at the Corvallis Schools dining room. Master caster Chuck 



Stranahan has created an excellent team that will begin each evening with 

casting instructions to be followed by classroom presentations by experts in 

biology, tactics, equipment, safety, and fly tying.  

 

This month’s meeting will be very special. In 2102, FFB sent two women 

to Casting for Recovery at West Glacier. Our own Peg Miskin, the National 

Program Director for CFR, will be presenting our program along with 2012 

attendees. If you know of any women in any stage of breast cancer who may be 

interested, please invite them. We are actively recruiting women from the 

Bitterroot. My wife Mary participated last year and was richly blessed with a 

therapeutic weekend of fly fishing instruction, sharing and fishing. 

 

See you April 2, 

Jim Cline 

 

SUPPORT FOR CASTING FOR RECOVERY  

 On behalf of the Club, the Board of Directors, as it did last year, has 

committed enough money ($1,000) to CFR to support one attendee at the three 

day weekend at West Glacier in August, 2013. And, as we did last year, we are 

now asking members to make individual contributions to this great effort. Each 

dollar contributed by members reduces the Club’s obligation by the same 

amount. However, last year, we raised over $1,200 from Club members and the 

Club donated the balance to make it $2,000. That enabled Peg to send two 

women from the Bitterroot to West Glacier. We hope to exceed that fine effort. 

Please give your checks, marked “For CFR,” or cash to Jim Cline, Rich 

Morrisey or, if he ever returns, Leon Powell. We will provide receipts for tax 

deduction purposes. 

 

 

FLY OF THE MONTH 
By Denny Westover 

Antistatic Bag Pupa 

Recipe 

Hook        Mustad C49s #6 - #14 or 
                 Daiichi Alec Jackson Chironomid 
                 hook   #7 - #15 
Thread     6/0 Olive 

Rib #1       Red wire, fine  

Rib #2       Stretch floss, olive, black, 
                  red, or brown 
Body          Antistatic Bag 



Wingcase   Pheasant Tail 

Thorax       Peacock Herl 

Gills            Oral B Ultra Floss 

 

The Antistatic Bag Pupa is very realistic imitation of the chironomid pupa as it begins its ascent to the 

surface. When the pupa first emerges from the mud bottom of the lake it is aided in its ascent by gas 

bubbles trapped in and around its body. Its rise to the surface typically takes 3-4 days with much of 

that trip spent moving up and down within a few feet of the bottom. Since most of us tend to fish 

chironomids within 1-2 feet off the bottom it makes sense to offer the fish a fly that includes the 

appearance of the naturals. The antistatic bag component of this pattern effectively mimics the gas 

bubble present in the natural.  

Antistatic bag material won’t be found at your local fly shop but you can probably obtain it at Radio 

Shack or a large electronics mail order retailer. A package of a dozen bags will last a lifetime. I cut the 

bag material into thin (2-3mm) strips with an Olfa Rotary Cutter which also does a nice job on foam. 

The OLFA cutter can be purchased at sewing and fabric shops. A cheaper alternative is a razor blade 

and a straightedge. 

I tie this pattern in black and olive but match the color to whatever you are seeing in your favorite 

Stillwater. Concentrate on keeping the body as thin as possible and coat the abdomen of the finished 

fly with UV epoxy (I prefer Clear Cure Goo Hydro) or Sally Hansen’s Hard as Nails. 

I fish this pattern from April through October but find it most effective in the early spring. ENJOY!!! 

DETAILED TYING INSTRUCTIONS FOR THIS PATTERN CAN BE FOUND AT : 

http://www.flycraftangling.com/index.asp?p=145&szArticleButtonCommand=view&nArticleID=120  

 

ANNUAL CLUB PICNIC SUPPER 

 The date is set! Mark your calendars for Sunday, August 18, 2013, 

for the annual Club picnic. Once again, we will pardon the porker and burn 

steaks instead. The Bitterroot Blackpots will offer mouthwatering Dutch oven 

dishes to accompany steaks burned to your taste.  

 

It will be held at the fabulous riverside home of Steve Lilburn. The 

property boasts 2000 feet of Bitterroot River frontage and its own boat 

launch/takeout just across the River from Hannon. Various lawn games are 

available. And I hear there are plans for a casting pond! 

 

We will officially commence at 4 pm. However, it is very doubtful the 

keg will remain untapped much beyond 1 pm. 

 

We have in the past asked for dishes to be brought, sort of a pot luck 

thing. That has worked only so so. With the full scale addition of the Bitterroot 

Blackpots, this year the Club will spring for the chips, etc. not actually being 

http://www.flycraftangling.com/index.asp?p=145&szArticleButtonCommand=view&nArticleID=120


cooked on site. This is not to dissuade you if you are yearning to share your 

favorite salad. Bring it on!  

 

Our picnic supper will be preceded by the Karstetter Classic, see below. 

 

KARSTETTER CLASSIC 
The Fly Fishers of the Bitterroot and River Resorts LLC (Steve Lilburn) 

proudly announce a new event, the Karstetter Classic on the banks of the 

Bitterroot River. The Karstetter Classic will be a gathering of those who build, 

use and admire the classically made bamboo fly rod (both antique and new) and 

the classic reels used on them. It is named in honor of our own Marty Karstetter 

a world-renowned craftsman of cane rods. (This is all Steve Lilburn’s great 

idea!) 

The event is scheduled for 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm, Sunday, August 18, 2013. 

It will be held on Steve’s property just before the Club’s annual picnic. It is a 

totally free event. There will be no charge for entrance, parking, display or sale 

of rods and reels. All bamboo rod builders, collectors, and all fisherfolk who use 

or want to use bamboo rods are invited. However, this is a hands-on event so 

rods brought should be expected to be available to be cast by other participants. 

For professional rod makers, display tables may be erected on the grounds. 

The Fly Fishers of the Bitterroot annual Club picnic supper will 

commence at 4 pm. Participants and attendees of the Karstetter Classic, whether 

or not members of the Fly Fishers of the Bitterroot, are welcome to stay and 

enjoy a steak bbq.  Nonmembers will be charges a nominal fee of $10.00. 

USE OF MEMBERS’EMAIL ADDRESSES 

The Club’s Board of Directors has tried to be sensitive to the use of 

members’ emails for commercial purposes. We want to respect the privacy 

desires you may have. We have never given out our email list. And, for the most 

part, we have denied those who have asked us to send out commercial messages 

to our membership. However, discipline broke down recently when we sent out 

a one time, time sensitive discount offer from Western Flies and Guides.  

The Board has discussed this issue and decided the best course is to ask 

you, each member, if you wish to have the occasional commercial message sent 

to you on the email account you provide the Club for the newsletter and other 

Club announcements. We will maintain three lists: (1) the newsletter list (which 

is much larger than active members); (2) all active (i.e., dues paid) members; 

and (3) those members who wish to receive commercial messages related to fly 



fishing. For those in the last category, it may occur that the Club sends out 

occasional messages and it may occur that we give or sell our list of those 

interested in fly fishing related offers. 

We will contact each of you in the near future and ask whether you wish 

your email address to be kept private or you do not mind having that address 

receive fly fishing related commercial messages. 

MERCHANDISING MANAGER 
The Club needs to find a person interested in managing our fledgling 

merchandising effort. You would be responsible for showing and describing 

various pieces of wearing apparel (and maybe other things) bearing the Club’s 

logo, taking orders, placing orders with our suppliers and collecting the money 

and distributing the goods. The Club offers logoed goods, primarily shirts, hats 

and fleece, as a service to members. We make a little money but it is really just 

a service. The program is already established. Step in and help us out! See Jim 

Cline or Rich Morrisey. 

FOR FUN 

The Best smart Ass Answers 

SMART ASS ANSWER #6 
It was mealtime during an airline flight.  
'Would you like dinner?' the flight attendant asked John, seated in front.  
'What are my choices?' John asked.  
'Yes or no.' she replied. 

SMART ASS ANSWER #5 
A flight attendant was stationed at the departure gate to check tickets. As a man 
approached, she extended her hand for the ticket and he opened his trench coat 
and flashed her. Without missing a beat, she said, 'Sir, I need to see your ticket, not 
your stub.' 

SMART ASS ANSWER #4 
A lady was picking through the frozen turkeys at the grocery store but she couldn't 
find one big enough for her family. She asked a stock boy, ' Do these turkeys get 
any bigger?' 

SMART ASS ANSWER #3 
The police officer got out of his car as the kid who was stopped for speeding rolled 
down his window. 'I've been waiting for you all day,' the officer said.  
The kid replied, Yeah, well I got here as fast as I could.'  
When the cop finally stopped laughing, he sent the kid on his way without a ticket. 



SMART ASS ANSWER #2 
A truck driver was driving along on the freeway and noticed a sign that read: “Low 
Bridge Ahead.” Before he knows it, the bridge is right in front of him and his truck 
gets wedged under it. Cars are backed up for miles.  
Finally a police car comes up. The cop gets out of his car and walks to the truck 
driver, puts his hands on his hips and says, 'Got stuck, huh?'  
The truck driver says, 'No, I was delivering this bridge and I ran out of gas.' 

SMART ASS ANSWER OF THE YEAR  
A college teacher reminds her class of tomorrow's final exam. 'Now class, I won't 
tolerate any excuses for you not being here tomorrow. I might consider a nuclear 
attack or a serious personal injury, illness, or a death in your immediate family, but 
that's it, no other excuses whatsoever!'  
A smart-ass student in the back of the room raised his hand and asked, 'What 
would you say if tomorrow I said I was suffering from complete and utter sexual 
exhaustion?'  
The entire class is reduced to laughter and snickering. When silence was restored, 
the teacher smiled knowingly at the student, shook her head and sweetly said, 
'Well, I guess you'd have to write the exam with your other hand.' 
 

A BONUS EXTRA 
A woman is standing nude looking in the bedroom mirror. She is not happy with 
what she sees and says to her husband, 'I feel horrible; I look old, fat and ugly... I 
really need you to pay me a compliment.'  
The husband replies, 'Your eyesight's damn near perfect.’  
  

The Author 

As always, I look forward to seeing old friends at this April 2 meeting 

and maybe making new friends. You can reach me at406-381-5611 or 

richmorrisey@q.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

  


