
FLY FISHERS OF THE BITTERROOT 

 
 

NEWSLETTER FOR DECEMBER, 2008 
 
 

THE MEETING 
 

 We will meet Tuesday, December 2 at BJ's located at 900 N. 1st Street 

(that's Highway 93 folks) in Hamilton. While, as a general rule, fish tails start at 

6:00 pm and the program starts at 7:00 pm., this time, a one time special only, we 

will start at 6:00 pm. The Club will provide appetizers (hors d'oeuvre for 

transplants from California). Your favorite libation continues to be available. Since 

you, the members, will be on your feet and not sitted, you should plan on dinner, if 

you must, prior to entering the Club's sanctum. As a rule, the Club meets the first 

Tuesday of every month except for the months of July and August, when there will 

not be any meetings (nor were there any).  

 

THE SPEAKER 
  

 Some have entitled this meeting as a pot pourri, but that, along with "hors 

d'oeuvre", is just too much French for us Bitterrooters. We are repeating a very 

successful and fun program last year. There will be eight or so tables set up around 

the perimeter. At each table will be one to several self-styled experts in a topic. Bill 

Bean will advise on reel repair; Eddie Olwell will present ideas on river safety, a 



damn good thing for those practising for this season's Bitterroot Dunks. Dave Inks 

will discuss his Water Spider personal float boats and tie his famous flies. FWP 

will man a table and tell you all the ways you broke the law this past season. They 

will also speak about issues facing the Bitterroot. Chuck Stranahan, master tier, 

will, well, he will tie. Geoff Fitzgerald, President of the Hamilton Chapter of TU 

(and a really good guy) will sit at a table and watch you pass by. Our zen master of 

bamboo, Marty Karstetter, will talk to you about casting fine and far off with 

Panda food versus graphite. Our El Jefe will divulge the secrets of his fly vest. (Or, 

maybe, Jeff Abel, if available, will show you some of his new fishing inventions.) 

You get the idea. The Salvation Army has asked for a corner to toll the bell and the 

Stevi quilting club has asked to be included. But you, dear ones, will circulate as 

your interests and arthritis dictates. So, you will munch finger food and booze 

standing up. Oh, it's all too much! 

 

THOSE WHO SPAKE 
 

 Chuck Stranahan gave ample evidence of our rank ignorance as he spoke 

about techniques for nymphing. If we all became as accomplished as Chuck at this 

fishing thing, the trout would have to sue for peace. Seriously (right!), it was a 

great program and well received. Thanks, Chuck. 

 

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
 

From the Presidents Raft: 
 With the writing of this article, which will be one of my last official acts and 

the preamble to the end of my “reign of terror”, I offer the follow thoughts: 

 First, let me thank one and all for the privilege of being your president. It has 

been my honor to serve you. 

 It was a wild and woolly year. We started the year as a charter club of F.F.F. 

and will finish the year as a fully autonomous and independent entity. All the 

frame work and by-laws are in place and we are fully covered by insurance. I am 

proud to tell you, as of the end of November, we have some $ 1,264 and change in 

our bank account. 

 Now, let me exercise my executive privilege and pass on a highly placed 

rumor that “Ed Couchman will be your next fearless leader”. Remember you heard 

it from El Jefe first. 

 Last, I want to thank my officers and board members for a splendid effort 

from them. Girls and boys, without you, we could not have gotten the job done. 



 And finally, JoAnne and I wish you and yours a Happy and Merry Christmas 

and a most prosperous of New Years. 

 Cliff 

 

DIRECTORS ELECTION 
 
 This December meeting is our annual organization meeting at which the 

members get to boot the bastards out! Directors for the ensuing year will be 

nominated and, if they pass the full body cavity search, elected. Any member may 

join this elite, selective, secretive society of directors. We meet monthly in addition 

to the Club/program meetings and most usually have some fun. You also get first 

crack at volunteering for worthy projects. Those who have tendered themselves for 

your consideration for 2009 are: Phil and Dorreen Romans, Cliff Gibbons, Ed 

Couchman, Rick Hancock, Jim Cline, Greg Chester, Bob Pearcy, Leon Powell, 

Pierre Satkowiak and Rich Morrisey. But if you're interested, contact Phil Romans 

(363-0744) or Rich Morrisey (381-5611) prior to the meeting. The new directors 

will elect Club officers in their first meeting after December 2. Linda Powell 

(Leon's much better half) will take over membership efforts from Dorreen Romans. 

 

'TWAS BRILLIG 
 

 'Twas Brillig, and the slithy toves  

 Did gyre and gimbel in the wabe.  

  

 Actually, with a due nod to Lewis Carroll, 

 

 'Twas Cold, and the stealthy steelhead 

 Did slide and glide in the dark Salmon. 

 

 All, except for one, one monster measured at 36 and 3/8ths inches, hooked, played and 

landed by Piscatator Maximus Phil Romans on November 21 on a 7 weight rod and 3x tippet. He 

fell to a Green Butt Skunk artfully tied and presented by said Piscatator Maximus and now rests 

(his adipose fin having been clipped) in the freezer awaiting a gustatory delight. Yep, 'twas a 

Green Butt Skunk which brought him low. As for Ed Couchman and Rich Morrisey, they just got 

blue butts and skunked.  

 Eat dust, Greg Chester! 

 
THE ERRATA 

 

Fly Tying: 



 Fly tying, Wednesday evenings at the Brewery in Hamilton, 5:30 pm to 8:00 pm. Be 

there or be square. Bring your favorite pattern or just come to observe. Greg Chester and Phil 

Romans are usually there. We hope to see some of you. Any fly you are afraid to throw into 

heavy cover is good only for an ornament, so you know you need to tye more. 

 

New Members: 

 Lordy! We were overrun with new folks. Delighted to meet Campbell Massey, Jeremy 

and Becky Anderson, David Gray, Howard Knight, Doug and Susan Duff and Al and Patti 

Ostrander. Hope this treasure of a newsletter reaches them through the ether. 

 

TU News: 

 Mitchell Slough. The big news is that the Montana Supreme Court has issued its long 

awaited ruling on the Mitchell Slough case ending a contentious issue that has plagued the 

Bitterroot for almost 2 decades. The Court ruled strongly in favor of the Bitterroot River 

Protective Association and Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks that the Mitchell is a perennially 

flowing stream subject to both the 310 law and the Stream Access Law. Attached is a pdf copy 

of the decision and a link to an excellent summary of the issue by Ravalli Republic editor Perry 

Backus. http://www.ravallirepublic.com/articles/2008/11/18/news/news47.txt  

 Water Quality monitoring in the Bitterroot Results of Water Monitoring for 

Pesticides and Nitrate in the Bitterroot Valley.The Montana Department of Agriculture 

(MDA) will be holding a public meeting at the Hamilton Middle School Auditorium on 

Wednesday, December 10, at 7:00 pm, to discuss the results of water monitoring in the Bitterroot 

Valley during the summer of 2008. Samples were collected from 23 wells and five streams in 

both June and September and analyzed for 96 pesticide compounds as well as nitrate.The 

meeting will be hosted by Rick Mulder and Christian Schmidt, hydrologists with the MDA. If 

you have an interest in water quality and pesticides, or have questions, comments, or concerns 

for the MDA please attend this meeting. The Hamilton Middle School is located at 209 South 5
th

 

St. Please call 406-444-5422 for further information.  

 

For Fun:  

 

 If at first you don't succeed, destroy all evidence that you tried. 

 

 A conclusion is the place where you got tired of thinking. 

 

 For every action, there is an opposite and equal criticism. 

 

 He who hesitates, is probably right. 

 

 Never do card tricks for the group you play poker with. 

 

 No one is listening until you make a mistake. 

 

 The colder the x-ray table, the more of your body will be required on it. 

 



 To steal ideas from one person is plagarism; to steal from many is research. 

 

 Two wrongs are only the beginning. 

 

 The problem with the gene pool is that there is no lifeguard. 

 

 The sooner you fall behind, the more time you'll have to catch up. 

 

 The light at the end of the tunnel is the headlight of an approaching train. 

 

THE AUTHOR 
  
 If you dare, you can reach the author at  406-381-5611 or rich@rkymtn.net. I really do 

encourage (but seldom include) newsletter ideas.  

 
 
 


