
 
FLY OF THE MONTH 

Bob's Fuzzy Stone (Salmonfly Version) 
 

By Bob Prince 
 

Recipe 
 
 Hook:  3x long nymph hook, 
  size 4 
Thread: Black, 6/0 
Weight:  0.25-0.35' lead wire 
Legs:   Medium Black  
  Spandex-type legs 
Dubbing:   mixture of brown,  
  black,  and orange  
  rub-a-dub dubbings  
            plus a little black and 
  brown hairs ear  
  dubbing.   
 
 
 
 
It's definitely that time of year.  Time to “Bobber Up” and dredge the bottoms of your 
favorite pools in hopes of finding a few good winter fish in between sips of Fireball 
Whisky and time spent chipping ice out the guides. 
 
If you don't mind a few numb fingers, winter fishing can very rewarding and in some 
strange draconian way, fun.  I do love the stillness of the river in the winter, the solitude, 
and the view of the Bitterroots cloaked in fresh snow. 
 
Winter nymphing can also be very productive and can give you some real nice trout, the 
fish are often podded up in obvious holding water (walking speed runs with 3-6 depth), 
and once you find the fish you can often spend a good half hour or more picking apart a 
good run, landing enough trout to keep things interesting.   
 
Fly selection in the winter is also a fairly simple game.  On our freestone streams often 
all you ever need is a stonefly nymph, a worm, and a few pheasant tails, prince nymphs, 
and hare's ears to get you by.   
 
My Fuzzy Stone is my modified (dare I say, improved?) version of the venerable Pat's 
Rubberlegs, aka The Marvin, aka turd fly, aka the pickle.  Whatever you choose to call 
this fly it's effectiveness is unquestionable.  When designing the fuzzy stone I wanted to 
create a fly that was equally simple to tie, could be tied in a multitude of colors and sizes 



to match a variety of stonefly species. I also strived for a fly with more action, a better 
profile, and more realistic coloration than the Pat's Rubberlegs.  The inspiration for this 
fly came in the form of Doug Swisher's Rub-A-Dub and generation X dubbings.  This 
dubbing has incredible action due to micro rubberlegs imbedded into the blend.  Mix the 
dubbings in a coffee grinder.  Pulse the grinder 1-3 times; otherwise you will chop the 
dubbing up rather than mix it.  
 

Tying instructions 
 

1. Wrap the hook with lead wire. 
2. Tie in the rubberlegs just like you would for when tying a Pat's Rubberlegs 
3. Create a large dubbing loop and add copious amounts of dubbing.  Twist up and 

wrap. 
4. Whip finish 
5. Take a dubbing brush or my favorite, a piece of Velcro, and tease out the 

dubbing.  This will free most of the rubber in the dubbing. 
6. I trim the top and bottom sides of the fly slightly with scissors to create the 

flattened profile of a stonefly. 
7. That's it, you're done! 

 
This fly works great in Golden Stone, and Skwala versions as well.  Simply change the 
hook size and color to match your desired species.  Tie a few up and let me know how 
they work for you! 

 


