
NEWSLETTER FOR JUNE, 2010 
 
THE MEETING 
ATTENTION! Our June meeting will be Tuesday, June 8 (NOT June 1), 
but it will be at BJ's in Hamilton at 7:00 pm. I KNOW, already! Nobody likes 
all this changing around. The Board has discussed this and will attempt to 
do better in the coming months. But our speaker is coming up from Red 
Rock Lakes National Wildlife Refuge (some distance away) and will be in 
Missoula on June 8 for another meeting, so we piggy backed. (Let's face it; 
we are all getting longer of tooth and enjoy routine, probably too much.) 

 
THE SPEAKER 
Jeff Warren, wildlife biologist of the Red Rock Lakes National Wildlife 
Refuge, will, as he says: "I'll give a general overview of the refuge,   
including the fish and wildlife common to the area, its history, and 
recreational opportunities for visitors." You can find a nice history of the 
refuge at the following link: http://www.fws.gov/mountain-
prairie/planning/States/montana/rrl_ccpfinal/rrl_2009 
_ccpfinal_2refuge.pdf.  Now, if you really don't want to type all that stuff, 
come thee hither to the meeting. 

 
THOSE WHO SPAKE 
A very few attended the joint meeting with Trout Unlimited (there were very 
few of them too) on May 20 and heard a presentation on invasive species 
and the dangers to our coldwater fisheries. 

 
THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
Just two items this month. First, if you have not signed up for the Fly 
Fishers of the Bitterroot listserv you are missing out on a lot of good 
information. There have been several reports on Brown’s Lake giving 
details on what was successful and what was not. The main take home 
message is that the fishing is great and the fish large and hard fighters. If 
you are heading up there the listserv reports give you a leg up on having a 
successful trip. As use develops and more of you sign up, I am sure it will 
become even more informative. Contact Leon Powell to sign up. 



The other is to remind you to take lots of pictures for the September slide 
show. You can send them to me at rwpearcy@gmail.com, or if you have 
lots of photos get them to me on a CD. The quality of the show depends on 
your photos so lets make it a really good one. 
Bob Pearcy, President  

 
ODDS AND ENDS 
LIST SERVE AND BLOG: 
We have established a List Serve for Fly Fishers of the Bitterroot club 
members. The List Serve is an email messaging network that provides 
quick and easy messaging between all club members who wish to be 
included as List Serve members. The List Serve is similar to the blog in that 
the messages go to all registered members, but differs from the blog in the 
manner in which you receive the message. Messages from the List Serve 
will be sent to the email account you sign up with. No logging in as is the 
case with the blog. Another important difference is that although the List 
Serve is a Yahoo service, you will not be required to have a Yahoo account 
to send and receive List Serve messages. However, a Yahoo account will 
be necessary to participate in advanced features such as access to photos 
posted. 
 
To register for the List Serve please send the email account information 
you wish to use to Leon Powell at eleonfish@q.com and I will send you an 
invitation to join. I suggest using the email address you regularly use to 
communicate via email. The invitation will have two links to activate your 
registration, the first of which will ask you to register for a yahoo account. 
You may use this and register for a Yahoo account, or if you are not 
interested in getting a Yahoo account, use the back arrow to return to the 
invitation email. Further down in the message you will see a link to join the 
group for email privileges. Use this link to activate your List Serve 
membership. If you have difficulty registering please call me at 777-1070. 
 
If you wish to also have access to the Fly Fishers of the Bitterroot  
members’ only blog, you must first have a Gmail account with Google.com. 
Once you have the Gmail account, send me your account information, no 
passwords please, and I will send you an invite to join the blog. Follow the 
instructions in the invitation and you will be registered as an author of the 
member’s only blog. To access the blog you need to go to Fly Fishers of 
the Bitterroot website, go to the activities page and click on Members 



Fishing Blog. You will have to log in using your Gmail user name and 
password. 
 
Both the List Serve and the Blog are for Fly Fishers of the Bitterroot 
members in good standing only. Again, questions, call me (777-1070), 
Leon Powell 
 
River Cleanup: 
Annual Bitterroot River Cleanup, Saturday, September 11th, sponsored by 
Bitterroot TU, Fly Fishers of the Bitterroot, Bitterroot Water Forum, Ravalli 
County Fish and Wildlife Association, Hamilton Kiwanis and many local 
businesses. Cleanup scheduled from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM with a BBQ at 
Anglers Roost to follow. Call 363-3146 for more information. 
Thank you, Don McGourty, River Cleanup Chair. 
 
July Project: 
Last year we sponsored a day of fishing and tube steak BBQ for about 20 
special needs folks from our Valley. This event was held at a private pond 
up Skalkaho Road, Stafford Pond, which is stocked with dream fish. All the 
special needs folks and even a few members (about whom there is now 
some question) caught at least one trout and happy smiles were had 
around. Truly, it was a magnificent time. This year, we will do the same on 
Saturday, July 17. Worker bees (that's all of you guys) will assemble at 
9:00 am that morning at Stafford Pond. 
 
If you do not know where Stafford Pond is, call Leon Powell (777-1070) or 
Jim Cline (363-2516). More info and directions will likely leak out in the late 
June newsletter. Seriously folks, put this one on your calendar. One of last 
year's participants said it was the best Club event she had attended. And 
she wasn't one of the special needs folks, neither. 
 
Fly tying: 
The folks are mangling feathers and fur on Wednesday evenings at the 
Hamilton Brewry. 5:30 pm. All skill levels welcome. There's enough beer to 
go around. 
 
Membership: 
As most of you already know, our Club started a dues program in 
September. The annual dues for an individual is $25 and for a family, $35. 
Please see Linda Powell at the check in desk at our meeting or download 



an application form at www.flyfishersofthebitterroot.org. Just to brag a little, 
we already have over 90 paid members. Not bad for a little ole club. But 
more to the point, our Club is filled with activities and opportunities: a day 
fishing in a stocked pond for handicapped folks; stream bank restoration in 
conjunction with TU; the May Fly Fishing Clinic; Fly Fishing 101 at Hamilton 
High School; a casting clinic; a rowing class; Bitterroot River clean-up; the 
Pig Roast; various outings under the stewardship of our Cruise Director; 
and much more. If you yen to get involved, speak to any director or 
officer. 
 
Pig Roast: 
An early reminder: the Club's Pig Roast will be held Saturday, August 21 at 
Lake Como. If there's any water left, we will have a casting contest. In 
addition, we planning a one fly contest for all members that morning. That 
is, while Morrisey and Fickett are laboring hot and sweaty over the pig (and 
the keg), all you guys will go fishing anywhere in the area and count all the 
fish you catch on a single fly. Honor system applies (oh, dear!). Report to 
the Roast and brag away. I hear there will be a prize. Our Cruise Director 
will write up a ten page rule book and publish it in the next newsletter. 

 
FLY OF THE MONTH 
Green Drake Emerger 
by Greg Chester 
By now fishing is going full steam and the cold, snowy winter quietly fades 
from memory. The early spring Skwala hatch was a wonderful way to break 
the ice, so to speak, into our 2010 season and. with a mild runoff. we’re 
already seeing some early summer bugs as are the trout. The large bugs 
this time of year are a pleasure to fish and tie and the size 22, 6x fall 
season can take its sweet time getting here. 
 
Among these early summer hatches we’re fortunate to have a good Green 
Drake population in the Bitterroot. There’s no doubt that imitating the adult, 
high floating dun is most popular but don’t forget the emergent stage. The 
bugs are very vulnerable during this moment of hesitation prior to full 
emergence and, no surprise, the trout know this as well. So, here’s a 
pattern that’s worked well for me over the years that’s simple to tie and 
effective. I fish it on its own (hard to see) and as a dropper using a dun or 



other high floating bug as an indicator (easy to see). Give it a try and I’m 
sure it’ll become part of your late spring arsenal. Good tying and good 
fishing. 
 
Hook: #12 dry fly 
Thread: 6/0 Olive 
Trailing shuck: Zelon, 
brown 
Ribbing: 3/0 yellow thread 
Abdomen: Superfine, light 
olive 
Wing Pad: Black foam, 
doubled back to form pad 
Legs: 3 turns of grizzly 
hackle dyed bright yellow, 
trimmed flat on the 
bottom.  

FOR FUN 
Some humor for your day. 
1. I think part of a best friend's job should be to immediately clear your computer history if you die. 
2. Nothing sucks more than that moment during an argument when you realize you're wrong. 
3. I totally take back all those times I didn't want to nap when I was younger. 
4. There is great need for a sarcasm font. 
5. How the hell are you supposed to fold a fitted sheet? 
6. Was learning cursive really necessary? 
7. Map Quest really needs to start their directions on #5. I'm pretty sure I know how to get out of my 
neighborhood. 
8. Obituaries would be a lot more interesting if they told you how the person died. 
9. I can't remember the last time I wasn't at least kind of tired. 
10. Bad decisions make good stories. 
11. You never know when it will strike, but there comes a moment at work when you know that you just 
aren't going to do anything productive for the rest of the day. 
12. Can we all just agree to ignore whatever comes after Blue Ray? I don't want to have to restart my 
collection...again. 
13. I'm always slightly terrified when I exit out of Word and it asks me if I want to save any changes to my 
tenpage research paper that I swear I did not make any changes to. 
14. "Do not machine wash or tumble dry" means I will never wash this - ever. 
15. I hate when I just miss a call by the last ring (Hello? Hello? Damn it!), but when I immediately call 
back, it rings nine times and goes to voice mail. What did you do after I didn't answer? Drop the phone 
and run away? 
16. I hate leaving my house confident and looking good and then not seeing anyone of importance the 
entire day. What a waste. 
17. I keep some people's phone numbers in my phone just so I know not to answer when they call. 
18. I think the freezer deserves a light as well. 
19. I disagree with Kay Jewelers. I would bet on any given Friday or Saturday night more kisses begin 
with Bud Light than Kay. 



21. Sometimes, I'll watch a movie that I watched when I was younger and suddenly realize I had no idea 
what the heck was going on when I first saw it. 
22. I would rather try to carry 10 plastic grocery bags in each hand than take two trips to bring my 
groceries in. 
23. The only time I look forward to a red light is when I'm trying to finish a text. 
24. I have a hard time deciphering the fine line between boredom and hunger. 
25. How many times is it appropriate to say "What?" before you just nod and smile because you still didn't 
hear or understand a word they said? 
26. I love the sense of camaraderie when an entire line of cars team up to prevent an A-hole from cutting 
in at the front. Stay strong, brothers and sisters! 
27. Shirts get dirty. Underwear gets dirty. Pants? Pants never get dirty, and you can wear them forever. 
28. Is it just me or do high school kids get dumber and dumber every year? 

 
THE AUTHOR 
The River is too high to fish; the grass too wet to mow. Time for Browns 
and Georgetown Lakes or a good book. But there are unreliable reports of 
Golden Stones and Yellow Sallies on the main stem and a few early 
California Stones on the Forks. If you've got any reasonably accurate 
fishing stories ready for print, contact me. Say, did I tell you about my 25" 9 
lb. 'bow at Browns? You can reach me at 406-381-5611 or 
rich@rkymtn.net. I encourage newsletter ideas 


